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	Stage 1 – Desired Results

	Content Standard(s):

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.5.2 Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text, including how characters in a story or drama respond to challenges or how the speaker in a poem reflects upon a topic; summarize the text.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.5.7 Analyze how visual and multimedia elements contribute to the meaning, tone, or beauty of a text (e.g., graphic novel, multimedia presentation of fiction, folktale, myth, poem).
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.5.9 Compare and contrast stories in the same genre (e.g., mysteries and adventure stories) on their approaches to similar themes and topics
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.5.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poetry, at the high end of the grades 4–5 text complexity band independently and proficiently.
North Carolina Essential Standards: Social Studies

5.C.1.2 Exemplify how the interactions of various groups have resulted in the borrowing and sharing of traditions and technology.

5.C.1.4 Understand how cultural narratives (legends, songs, ballads, games, folk tales and art forms) reflect the lifestyles, beliefs and struggles of diverse ethnic groups.



	Understanding (s)/goals

Students will understand that:

· Myths were created to explain natural phenomena and to explain the origin of the creation of the universe and its complexities.

· Different retellings of myths can have a great effect on the meaning, tone, or beauty of the text.

· Myths still play a role in our culture today.
	Essential Question(s):

· Why were Myths created?

· Why were Olympian god and goddesses important to Greek culture?

· What makes different retellings of Myths better or worse?

· What role do Greek Myths play in our society today?

· Using common elements of mythology, can you create your own myth?

	Student objectives (outcomes):

Students will be able to:

· Identify the purpose of Greek myths and their gods and goddesses

· Compare and contrast two different versions of the same myth and determine which version was better and why

· Examine the role Greek myths play in modern society.

· Create their own Greek myth incorporating common elements used in Greek mythology

	Stage 2 – Assessment Evidence

	Performance Task(s):

· Who Told it Better?-Students will take on the role of a publishing agent and present a presentation comparing and contrasting two different versions of the same myth.

· Myth of My Own-Students will take on the role of Ancient Greece storyteller and will write/publish their own myth starring their own god/goddess.  This story will be shared with their general education classroom and will be displayed in the media center.
	Other Evidence:

· Prompt-Students will write a paragraph comparing and contrasting Greek culture and creation beliefs to their own culture and beliefs.

· Short-Answer Quiz-Students will read letters written by Greek peasants asking for favors from a god/goddess.  Based off of what is being asked for, the student will identify for whom the letter was written.

· Skill Check-Students will identify elements of the myth genre.  This will be assessed formatively using an anchor chart and post-it notes.

· Portfolio/Self-Assessment-Students will create a celebration portfolio and reflect on their learning throughout the unit.



	Stage 3 – Learning Plan

	Learning Activities:

1. Introduce the unit with an opening statement or question (How many of you have read Percy Jackson or watched Clash of the Titans) to hook students attention and related the unit to their lives. H
2. Introduce essential questions and performance tasks to the students.  W
3. Have students share what they know about myths and their origins and complete a the K and W of a KWL chart then read The Gods and Goddesses of Olympus by Aliki.  Have students share how their thinking changed.  E, R, E-2
4. Students will write a paragraph comparing and contrasting the Greek culture and creation beliefs to our own. E, R, E-2
5. Students will choose one of the Olympian god/goddesses to research and will create a trading card presenting the information they found to the class. E, T
6.  Students will choose a god/goddess that they learned the most about and created a bio poem demonstrating the knowledge they have gained. E, R, E-2
7. As a ticket out the door, students will complete a quick assessment where they must read letters written by Greek peasants asking for favors from a god/goddess.  Based off of what is being asked for, the student will identify for whom the letter was written. E, E-2
8. Read the introduction to D’Aulaires’ Myths and have students discuss features of a Greek myth.  Create a web map together on an anchor chart.  E, R
9. Have students work in pairs to read and identify features of a myths in different myths.  Come together and have student share their features; using sticky notes indicated the examples on the web map.  E, R, E-2, T
10. Students will work with a partner to compare and contrast two different versions of the same myth and include all information presented in the performance task.  Students will self assess their task and peer-assess by having students vote rather they would publish the myth based off of the presentation.  Teacher will use a rubric for evaluation. R, E-2, T, O
11. Students and teacher discuss Greek Myths and their importance to the world.  Students will do research and provide examples of Greek Myths role in popular culture today.  Students will complete an exit ticket discussing what they have learned from the discussion and research. E, E-2
12. Students will begin work on creating their own myth by first looking over the performance task and rubric and then completing the planning sheet.  The sheet will be reviewed by the teacher to offer assistance if the student is stuck. After peer editing and revisions, students will present their myth to their general classroom. E, R, E-2, T, O
13. Students will reflect on all their work and how their thinking has changed throughout the unit by filling in the L section of the KWL chart completed earlier in the unit.  E-2
14. The unit will conclude with a class discussion of essential questions and their answers. E-2, O



To Do

1. Read The Gods and Goddesses of Olympus by Aliki

2. Become familiar with the Greek view of the world and the terms Ethiopians, Hyperboreans, Elysian Fields, and the Underworld.

3. Write a one-paragraph essay comparing the Greek view of the world to your own view of the world.  Include at least two points of comparison and two of contrast.  You can follow the guideline below.

Directions for Paragraph
Begin with a topic sentence. Here is an example:

The Greek view of the world both resembles and differs from my own view of the world.
Next, list two ways the views are different.  Here are examples:

· The Greek view resembles my own view in that _____________.

· Additionally, the views are similar because __________.
Next, list two ways the views are different.  Here are examples:

· However, the Greek view is not the same as my on view because the Greeks believed _________________________.

· The Greeks also thought_________________________.

Last, you will state a conclusion.  Here’s an example:

Therefore, even though the views have similarities, they differ in important ways.
Greek World Comparison Paragraph Rubric
Strong topic sentence



/10

Correct format




/10

Contains two similarities


/10

Contains two contrasts


       /10

Strong concluding sentence

        /10

Logical, thorough argument


/30

Total





        /100

Greek God Trading Card Directions
Step 1:  On the blank sheet, draw a picture of your god/goddess and neatly write his/her name below the picture.

Step 2: Use a variety of sources to research your god/goddess and neatly write your information on sheet 2.

Step 3:  Pick a piece of construction paper and glue your picture to the front and your information on the back.  Viola!  You have just created a Greek god/goddess trading card.

	


Alias (Roman Name):

Home:

Parents:

Married:

Occupation:

Responsibilities:

Hobbies:

Weapons:
Symbols:

Powers:

Interesting Information:

Greek God/Goddess Trading Card Rubric:

	
	4 (25pts)
	3 (20 pts)
	2 (15pts)

	Front of Card
	· Boldly shows name of god/goddess

· Much evidence of effort (color and neatness)

· Neatly hand drawn picture

· Picture includes details specific to God/Goddess to demonstrate knowledge of the god/goddess.
	· Name of god/goddess blends in

· Some evidence of effort (color and neatness)

· Not so neatly hand drawn picture

· Picture is an accurate representation of the god/goddess but does not include many defining characteristics or details.
	· No name of god/goddess

· Little evidence of effort (no color or messy coloring)

· Sloppy art work or not hand drawn

· Picture is inaccurate; hard to determine which god/goddess was represented and includes no defining characteristics or details.

	Back of Card
	· All categories are filled in

· Information is accurate and demonstrates  knowledge and understanding of god/goddesses responsibilities,

Purpose, and role in Greek mythology.

· Information is written neatly and is easy to read

· No spelling errors or grammatical errors
	· Missing 1 category

· Information is mostly accurate and somewhat demonstrates  knowledge and understanding of god/goddesses responsibilities, purpose, and role in Greek mythology.

· Information is legible but not neat

· 1-2 spelling or grammatical errors
	· Missing 2 or more categories

· Information is only somewhat accurate and does not demonstrate knowledge and understanding of god/goddesses responsibilities, purpose, and role in Greek mythology.

· Information is not legible and is not neat

· 3 or more spelling and grammatical errors


Grade:

Comments:
Mythology Biographical Poem

A biographical poem, or biopoem, uses a simple but specific structure to describe the most important facts about someone.  Your assignment is to write a biopoem about one of the gods/goddesses you have studied.  Pick a god/goddess that you knew a little about but, have become must more familiar (You may not choose Dionysus because he is the example used below).  The blanks on this page are for your rough draft.  When you’re done, copy your final version onto a separate sheet of paper and decorate it with symbols that may be associated with the god/goddess.  Please attach this sheet to your final draft.

Follow this format:

Greek Name___________________

I am (list four traits) _____________, ______________, ______________, _________.

I am a relative of (1-3 people)______________________________________________.

Lover of (1-3 things or people)______________________________________________.

Who feels/protects (1-3 things)_____________________________________________.

Who needs (1-3 things)___________________________________________________.

Who fears (1-3 things) ___________________________________________________.

Resident of _______________________.

Roman Name _____________________.

Example:
Dionysus

I am fun-loving, carefree, crazy, and kind

I am a relative of Zeus and Semele, a mortal

Lover of theatre, teaching, and good times

Who feels everyone should let loose sometimes

Who needs a little discipline

Who fears Hera because she drove me insane, literally

Who gives happiness to mortals

Resident of Mount Olympus

Bacchus
Biographical Poem Scoring Rubric

Contains all required elements



              /50

Correct Format






              /20

Neatly written or typed




              /10

Information is accurate




              /10

Demonstrates insight into god/goddess

              /10

Creativity







            /7pts 

Total








/100 (+up to 7)
Comments:  
Ticket Out the Door

Read the following letters written by Greeks asking a god/goddess to show them favor by blessing them with a particular want or need.  Decide which god or goddess each of the ancient Greeks below might ask for help and write the name and “occupation” on the line.

1.  Dear ______________________,


I sowed many acres of grain and carefully tended the fields.  With your help, I will yield a good harvest and provide my family and village with a bounty of food.  Will you grant me a plentiful crop so that we may survive the winter without hunger?

Nikos the Farmer

2.  Dear ______________________,


Our fair city of Lailos will soon begin our annual boar hunt.  We have always been loyal to you, goddess.  Please place favor upon us and grant use successful hunting.  We promise to hunt only as much as is needed to sustain our people and not one boar more. 

The Citizens of Lailos

3.  Dear _______________________,


Oh powerful god, can you please help my most prized ram?  He was badly stung by bees last night and suffers greatly.  Please turn your healing power towards my humble flock of sheep for I cannot bear to lose another.

Kalos the Shepherd

4.  Dear _______________________,


I long to fall in love! Goddess, please send a brave, true man to my little village and cause him to fall in love with me.  I would love to be married in the spring when all the world is beautiful.

Atla the Lovelorn

5.  Dear ______________________,


I have long been your loyal servant.  In return, please protect my crew and me as we sail the seas to Lemnos.  Grant us calm waters and high tides so that we may return safely home.








Senna the Sailor

Who Told it Better?

You work for a publishing company and you have been asked to review two different versions of the same myth.   Your job is to choose which myth should be published and why.  You may choose from the myths listed below to review.  After reading both versions of the myth, create a presentation comparing the two versions and then present your findings to the publishing board.  You must explain which myth should be chosen for publishing and build a solid case of why the board should agree.

Myths To Choose From:

Demeter and Persephone

Pandora’s Box

Arachne

Echo and Narcissus
Use the following guidelines when you prepare your presentation:

1) Summarize the important events of the myth in 1 or 2 paragraphs.  You do not need to summarize both stories since they are two versions of the same story.

2)   The next paragraph should explain the aspect of nature and how it is portrayed in the myth.  There may be more than one natural aspect being explained

3) The following paragraph should explain the important difference of the two versions.

4) The last paragraph should be a conclusion to your presentation.  This should include which version you liked best and why.  Was it the pictures?  Was it the language and detail?  Overall, what made the version better?

Who Told it Better Rubric
	Summary
	25pts-the myth has been summarized accurately using important events.
	20pts-the myth has been somewhat summarized accurately but leaves out important events and may include too many unimportant events.
	15pts-the myth has been poorly summarized, leaving out many important events.

	Compare/Contrast
	25pts-the two myths have been clearly compared and contrasted and firm evidence has been stated to support that one retelling was better than the other.
	20pts-the two myths have been clearly compared and contrasted but supporting evidence is not clear in demonstrating that one retelling was better than the other. 
	15pts-the myths have been somewhat compared and contrasted and supporting evidence does not demonstrate why one retelling was better than the other.

	Conclusion
	25pts-the writer has effectively concluded their presentation, choosing which version should be published and explained why.
	20pts-the writer has somewhat concluded the presentation but did not provide enough elaboration supporting their favorite version.
	15pts-the writer has poorly concluded their essay and may not have chosen a favorite version and/or did not elaborate why.

	Presentation
	25pts-presentation flows well and logically. There are no spelling errors.  Text is in the author’s own words.


	20pts-presentation flows well. Few spelling errors.  Text is in author’s own words.
	15pts-presentation is unorganized but still makes sense.  There are several spelling errors.  Text is in author’s own words.

	Total Points
	
	
	


Comments:

Myth of My Own

You are an Ancient Greece storyteller and you have been asked to explain a natural phenomenon to the people of Greece.  Use the following guide to assist you in creating a myth of your own.

Elements

Your myth must include:

· A supreme being with human emotions

· God/Goddess possessing super human powers and immortality

· Magic

· Explanation of a natural phenomenon

Characterization

Your character must be:

· Well described

· Show personality through actions or dialogue

Plot
The plot must:

· Move through time in an appropriate order

· Contain a conflict

· Contain a resolution

Elaboration/Word Choice
Your myth must include:

· Good word choice that creates effective imagery

· A voice or style

Conventions
Your myth must include:

· 2 or fewer errors

Myth Planning Sheet
Main Character-

Traits-

Secondary character (s)-

Traits-

Conflict-

Resolution-

Natural Aspect-

Myth of My Own Rubric

Name_______________________

	Elements
	20pts-includes all 5necessary elements
	15pts-includes 4 of the 5 necessary elements
	10pts-includes 3 or fewer of the necessary elements

	Characterization
	20pts-described in detail and shows personality through actions and dialogue
	15pts-something is missing.  The character may or may not have a lot of detail and may or may not show personality through actions or dialogue
	10pts-characters are not described with a lot of detail and do not show personality through actions or dialogue

	Plot
	20pts-moves through time in an appropriate order; includes conflict; includes a resolution
	15pts-is missing 1 component for the plot; it may not contain appropriate time order, conflict, or resolution
	10pts-is missing 2 or more components of the plot; it may not contain appropriate time order, conflict, or resolution

	Elaboration/Word Choice
	20pts-includes good word choice and elaboration that effectively creates imagery; contains a voice
	15pts-is missing 1 of the components; it may not include good word choice and elaboration lacking effective imagery; may not include a voice
	10pts-is missing 2 or more components; is lacking word choice and elaboration; does not include a voice

	Conventions
	20pts-includes 0-2 total errors in grammar, punctuation, and/or spelling
	15pts-includes 3 total errors in grammar, punctuation, and/or spelling
	10pts-includes 4 or more total errors in grammar, punctuation, and/or spelling

	Total Points
	
	
	


Comments:
