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Definition:  Guided Reading is a strategy utilized by teachers to help support students in their endeavors to read.  The teacher provides support to a small group of students by using a variety of reading strategies in order to scaffold and meet students on their appropriate reading levels.  Teachers pick books on students’ instructional level (meaning not too hard and not too easy) and work with them on particular weaknesses.  Students can be chosen for small group based on reading level or by topics of particular need.  The purpose of Guided Reading is to help students become successful readers without frustrating them or turning them off to the reading process.
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Definition:  A Read Aloud is a planned oral reading of a book or print excerpt to an entire classroom.  The text usually relates to a particular theme or topic of study.  A read aloud should be used to model reading and interacting with a text.  It should also engage the student listener while developing background knowledge, increasing comprehension skills, and fostering critical thinking.  
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Definition: Independent Reading is a term used to describe a time when students are reading independently.  During this time students choose books according to their own interests; however, they are encouraged to pick “just right books” meaning they are taught various strategies to help them pick books on their particular reading level.  The purpose of Independent Reading is to build reading stamina and to peak students’ interests in reading by allowing them to read whatever they find interesting.

Definition:  Writer’s Workshop is an allotted time during the school day where students focus solely on writing and the writing process.  It creates an environment where students can acquire skills, fluency, confidence, and can grow themselves as writers.  It is comprised of three main components, which are: the Mini-lesson, writing time, and sharing time.  The Mini-lessons are short and focused lessons that provide direction and demonstrate a skill.  Writing time is time devoted to students writing.  The students are responsible for completing the writing processes of planning, rough drafting, rereading, proofreading, conferring, and finally publishing.  While the students are writing, the teacher moves about the classroom, examining, complimenting, and conferencing.  The final component of the workshop is sharing.  During this time, students may share a section of their writing with the entire class. 

Definition:  A Literature Circle is a small, temporary discussion group comprised of students who have chosen to read the same story, poem, article, or book. Each member takes on a specific role and responsibility in the group and prepares for a group discussion.  When is it time to hold the Literature Circle, each member comes to the group with notes needed to help perform their job and have a meaningful discussion about their reading.  The intent is to allow students to practice and develop the skills and strategies of good readers.   Literature Circles are particularly beneficial to use with gifted students in order to encourage them to dig deeper and analyze their readings.  Literature Circles allow all students to construct the meaning of their readings with their peers.

Definition:  Word Study is an alternative to traditional spelling instruction.  Instead of memorizing words out of context, word study focuses on learning word patterns, roots, and other various activities and strategies.  The purpose of word study is to build word knowledge that can be applied to both reading and spelling.  It helps students to develop phonic skills, word recognition, and vocabulary.  

Definition:  This is the idea that reading is not only taught in English class and that reading must be focused on in all content areas.  However, teaching reading in the content areas is not so much about teaching students basic reading skills but more about teaching students how to use reading as a tool for thinking and learning.  Teachers can use before, during, and after reading strategies within the classroom in order to accelerate and improve student learning.  An example of a before reading strategies is to review content specific vocabulary.  An example of a during reading strategy is to encourage students to continually summarize, visualize, connect, predict, question, and infer while reading; a way to have students practice doing these things and monitor their understanding is to have them take notes.  An after reading activity is to have students use their new information in a meaningful way.  A good example of this is to have students complete a ticket out the door sharing new information learned and a question they may still have.  


Definition:  Adolescent Literacy is the recognition that because of the unique psychology and neurology of adolescence their literacy development is different from the literacy development of younger readers or adults.  There are seven guiding principles of literacy development of this population which are: the access to a wide variety of reading material that appeals to adolescent interests, instruction that builds the skill and desire to read increasingly complex materials, assessment that shows both strengths and weaknesses, an expert teacher to model and provide explicit instruction across the curriculum, reading specialists, a teacher who understands the complexities of individual adolescent readers, and homes and communities that support the needs of adolescent learners.


Definition:  New Literacies often refers to new forms of literacy made possible by digital technology developments, although New Literacies do not necessarily have to involve use of digital technologies to be recognized as such (for example using graffiti to express oneself). 

Commonly used examples of New Literacies include: blogging, webquests, maintaining a website, social networking, podcasting, videocasting, digital storytelling, online writing, writing and commenting on fan fiction, and online reading.

